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Jason Reynolds Named New National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature 
Award-winning Author Empowers Young People Around the Country to  

“GRAB THE MIC: Tell Your Story” 

The Library of Congress, the Children’s Book Council and Every Child a Reader today 
announced the appointment of Jason Reynolds as the seventh National Ambassador for Young 
People’s Literature for 2020-2021. The Newbery Honor recipient succeeds Jacqueline 
Woodson, who served as National Ambassador in 2018-2019.  

Reynolds is the author of 13 books for young people including his most recent, “Look 
Both Ways: A Tale Told in Ten Blocks,” a National Book Award finalist, which was named a Best 
Book of 2019 by NPR, The New York Times, The Washington Post and TIME.  A native of 
Washington, D.C., Reynolds began writing poetry at 9 years old, and is the recipient of a 
Newbery Honor, a Printz Honor, an NAACP Image Award, and multiple Coretta Scott King Award 
honors.  

For his two-year term as National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature, Reynolds 
will visit small towns across America to have meaningful discussions with young people. 
Through his platform, “GRAB THE MIC: Tell Your Story,” Reynolds, who regularly talks about his 
journey from reluctant reader to award-winning author, will redirect his focus as ambassador by 
listening and empowering students to embrace and share their own personal stories.  

“I can't even begin to describe how excited I am to embark on this opportunity as 
ambassador,” Jason Reynolds said. “I don't expect it to be easy, but I'm certain it will be fruitful. 
My mission is to take a different approach: Instead of explicitly encouraging young people to 

mailto:bzongker@loc.gov
mailto:lisa.moraleda@simonandschuster.com
mailto:acre@loc.gov
http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=3ZUQjNycMu7D%2Fe%2Bm%2FOmi3Qi1eTNrfRb0HcFplK3KYerw%2B6SfjwwI9u0fx6Vt209aAz3152Oiz1i88jKSfj8IkzAnqiuHnXoXR%2BwsBW39%2FgJTEYl1XIxo9IwSEYQvBT29&G=0&R=http%3A%2F%2Fread.gov%2Fcfb%2Fambassador%2F&I=20200113134502.00000bfa9cbd%40mail6-53-ussnn1&X=MHwxMDQ2NzU4OjVlMWI4YjVlYzNjZWRiMzZiYmYwYzZjYzs%3D&S=Lcfp6xZd2CkkceaxCXRJdi8J65VuT0MHRYO0RhCdL30
http://icm-tracking.meltwater.com/link.php?DynEngagement=true&H=3ZUQjNycMu7D%2Fe%2Bm%2FOmi3Qi1eTNrfRb0HcFplK3KYerw%2B6SfjwwI9u0fx6Vt209aAz3152Oiz1i88jKSfj8IkzAnqiuHnXoXR%2BwsBW39%2FgJTEYl1XIxo9IwSEYQvBT29&G=0&R=https%3A%2F%2Fguides.loc.gov%2Fjason-reynolds&I=20200113134502.00000bfa9cbd%40mail6-53-ussnn1&X=MHwxMDQ2NzU4OjVlMWI4YjVlYzNjZWRiMzZiYmYwYzZjYzs%3D&S=yLYj_gkmGrNUJqIJkGToeWOCtaq9ebP0csNylN7TlJs


read, my goal is to get them to see the value in their own narratives — that they, too, have a 
story, and that there's power not just in telling it, but in the opportunity to do so. I’m excited to 
create spaces around the country for this to happen — spaces where young people can step 
into their voices and become their own ambassadors.”  

Reynolds will partner with renowned nonprofit organization StoryCorps, which 
celebrates the stories of everyday Americans, to record interviews with students while on tour 
and create a true story archive of America’s children. Recordings will be housed in the American 
Folklife Center at the Library of Congress. Reynolds is not new to conducting interviews; at the 
age of 21, he worked as a StoryCorps facilitator, guiding participants through the interview 
process. 

The National Ambassador program was established by the Library of Congress, the 
Children’s Book Council and its foundation, Every Child a Reader, in 2008 to emphasize the 
importance of young people’s literature as it relates to lifelong literacy, education and the 
development and betterment of the lives of young people. 

An inauguration ceremony, presided by Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden and 
attended by both Reynolds and Woodson, will take place on Thursday, Jan. 16, at 10:30 a.m. in 
the Coolidge Auditorium of the Library of Congress’ Thomas Jefferson Building, 10 First St. S.E., 
Washington, D.C. Tickets are not required for this event, which is free and open to the public. 
The event also will be streamed live on the Library’s YouTube site at youtube.com/
LibraryOfCongress and on the Library’s Facebook page at facebook.com/libraryofcongress/ 

“I am thrilled our next National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature is the 
dynamic, positively electric Jason Reynolds,” said Librarian of Congress Carla Hayden. “Jason 
and his work galvanize readers to believe in themselves, ask critical questions, and create 
stronger communities.” 

Carl Lennertz, executive director of Every Child a Reader and the Children’s Book 
Council, added, “We couldn’t be more pleased with the selection of Jason Reynolds as the next 
ambassador. He embodies everything that we look for in this important position, and every 
young person he will meet over the next two years will have their hearts and minds lifted.” 

Jon Anderson, president and publisher of Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing, said, 
“Jason’s bestselling and award-winning books impact the lives of countless readers, but it is 
how he connects with the thousands of young people he meets each year that makes him a 
true advocate not only for literacy but for children. We are thrilled that he will focus these next 
two years on visiting with young people in small towns and really listening.” 
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Reynolds succeeds authors Jon Scieszka (2008–2009), Katherine Paterson (2010–
2011), Walter Dean Myers (2012–2013), Kate DiCamillo (2014–2015), Gene Luen Yang (2016–
2017) and Jacqueline Woodson (2018–2019) in the position. 

The national ambassador is selected for his or her contributions to young people’s 
literature, the ability to relate to children and teens and dedication to fostering children’s literacy 
in all forms. The selection, made by the Librarian of Congress, is based on recommendations 
from an independent committee comprising educators, librarians, booksellers and children’s 
literature experts. 

The members of the 2020-2021 selection committee for the National Ambassador for 
Young People’s Literature are: 
• Emma Kantor, associate children’s book editor at Publishers Weekly 

• Philip Nel, university distinguished professor of English and director of the Graduate 
Program in Children's Literature at Kansas State University 

• Cristina Nosti, director, events and marketing at Books & Books, Coral Gables, Florida 

• Karli Pederson, children’s librarian and acquisitions and serials manager at Milwaukee 
Public Library 

• Laura Pegram, founding editor in chief and publisher of Kweli Journal 
• Eva Volin, supervising children's librarian at Alameda Free Library, Alameda, California 
• Jacqueline Woodson, 2018-2019 National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature, 

bestselling and award-winning author 
The National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature is made possible by Every 

Child a Reader and 2020-2021 support from Simon & Schuster Children’s Publishing, with 
additional support from the Dollar General Literacy Foundation. 

About Jason Reynolds 
Jason Reynolds is a New York Times bestselling author who writes novels and poetry 

for young adult and middle-grade audiences. His numerous award-winning books 
include “When I Was the Greatest;” “The Boy in the Black Suit;” “All American Boys” (co-written 
with Brendan Kiely); “As Brave as You,” which won the Kirkus Prize, an NAACP Image Award and 
the Schneider Family Book Award; “For Every One;” the Track Series (which includes “Ghost,” 
“Patina,” “Sunny” and “Lu”); “Miles Morales-Spiderman;” “Long Way Down,” which was named a 
Newbery Honor book, a Printz Honor Book, and received a Los Angeles Times Book Prize and 
an Edgar Award; and “Look Both Ways: A Tale Told in Ten Blocks,” which was a National Book 
Award finalist. Reynolds’ collaboration with Ibram X. Kendi, “Stamped: Racism, Antiracism, and 



You,” is forthcoming in March 2020. Reynolds currently lives in Washington, D.C. Find him online 
at JasonWritesBooks.com. 

About the Library of Congress 
The Library of Congress is the world’s largest library, offering access to the creative 

record of the United States — and extensive materials from around the world — both on-site and 
online. It is the main research arm of the U.S. Congress and the home of the U.S. Copyright 
Office. Explore collections, reference services and other programs and plan a visit at loc.gov; 
access the official site for U.S. federal legislative information at congress.gov; and register 
creative works of authorship at copyright.gov. 

About the Children’s Book Council 
The Children’s Book Council is the nonprofit trade association of children’s book 

publishers in North America, dedicated to supporting the industry and promoting children’s 
books and reading. The CBC offers children’s publishers the opportunity to work together on 
issues of importance to the industry at large, including educational programming, diversity 
advocacy, and partnerships with national organizations. 

About Every Child a Reader 
Every Child a Reader is a 501(c)(3) literacy charity whose popular national programs 

include Children’s Book Week, the longest-running literacy initiative in the country, celebrating 
100 years in 2019; the Children’s and Teen Choice Book Awards, the only national book awards 
chosen solely by children and teens; Get Caught Reading, a classroom poster project: and the 
National Ambassador for Young People’s Literature program, in partnership with the Library of 
Congress. 
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